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they like the life, but they think the reason is undiluted
patriotism. Human motives are so mixed that it is impossible
to analyse them.]

L. G. says he thinks Asquith intends to go slow. He does
not seem aggressive. He intends to bide his time in the hope
that the Tories will get sick of L. G. and then combine with
Mr.A.. L. G. added, "In the House of Commons the other
night Mr. A. was very polite, especially when he saw me
taking notes. He has no stomach for a real fight. He never
had. He does not want me to begin to attack him." L. G.
says that Bonar Law and the Conservatives are behind him
(L. G.). The sympathies of some of them may not be in
favour of his schemes, but they do what he wants, which is
the important thing. We spoke of the Lord Chancellor
(Birkenhead).

R. : He is a good speaker, and manages the Peers well,
from what I have seen.

L. G. : He has a wonderful power of words.

R. : They drop into their places like a fine piece of mosaic
work.

L, G. : Yes, that just describes it. I have never known
anyone with that precise gift better developed.

R. : Gordon Hewart runs him very close.

L. G. : Yes, he has a marvellous gift for putting the right
word in the right place.

The telephone bell rang. The Secretary at Downing Street
to speak to L. G..

L. G. (returning) : A revolution has broken out in Ger-
many. That may change everything. It is a military rising and
may be royalist. Strangely the Bolsheviks in Russia sent us
warning that a revolution would take place in Germany. They
were asked to assist the revolutionary party but declined, as
they said it was no part of their game to help to re-establish a
monarchy in Germany.

L. G. said the French had helped to bring about the revolu-
tion by making and enforcing demands which had made the
position of the German Government impossible.

I enquired whether he would make his speech to the
Coalition Liberals this week as arranged. He said, " This